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Social-democracy 


and 


Anarchism 


in the 


International Workers’ Association, 1864-1877





                   René Berthier











This book sheds new light on differences between the emerging Social-democratic and Anarchist traditions,


 and explores the history of the IWA.





This book explores the conflicts that took place in the First International. Social and economic conditions varied greatly in Europe in the 1860s and 1870s. The strategies adopted by the various federations and sections of the International Workers’ Association, or IWA, reflected this diversity.


Anarchism and social-democracy were both born within the IWA. Although the division between Bakuninists and Marxists has often been presented as a personal conflict, or as the expression of the different levels of conscience within the working class, it was in fact a confrontation between two different strategies – social-democratic and libertarian. René Berthier tries to explain what this confrontation was about and what was at stake. 


René Berthier surveys the life and death of the IWA and its myths. He seeks to correct some persistent preconceptions. The ‘anti-authoritarian’ International was not a split, nor was it organized by ‘anarchists’, it arose out of the perfectly regular extraordinary congress convened in September 1872 in Saint-Imier, in Switzerland, rejecting the expulsions of Bakunin and James Guillaume bureaucratically organized by Marx and his friends. It is not widely known that Marx’s reply to the Federalist current’s act of resistance was the exclusion of practically all the international organized working class of the time: Marx and Engels then discovered they were generals without an army, isolated and at odds with the bulk of the organized labour movement. 


René Berthier reviews the historiography of this conflict. The Federalists of the IWA worked persistently to bring about reconciliation with the German Social-Democrats in the interest of the working class. The former were systematically rebuked by the latter: the nature of the relationship between the two tendencies of the working class, between anarchists and social-democrats, had already been shaped between 1864 and 1878. Much of the ongoing IWA were inspired by the Bakunin who argued for the priority of labour solidarity. It was not an anarchist International that was created in 1872 in Saint-Imier, rather Anarchism appeared progressively between 1872 and 1878 and the adoption of an anarchist program by the remnants of the IWA marked a breach with Bakuninism.


Contents: Author’s preface, translators’ preface, introduction, key questions, after the Commune, the Collapse of the ‘Marxist’ international, the anti-authoritarian international, towards the end of the anti-authoritarian international, the birth of anarchism, conclusion. Appendices, chronology, sources. 
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